“WOT NO WIND”

· The case for wind turbines is based on the premise of National Interest v loss of local amenity.

· It follows from this that developers will tend to exaggerate the benefits of their development to satisfy this test and certainly in this instance we believe that the claims made by Ecotricity are seriously overstated ,starting with capacity factor.

· Capacity Factor is defined as a percentage based on the actual power produced by a wind turbine against the theoretical power assuming the turbine is operating at its design capability throughout the year.
· The average for all turbines operating in the UK for the year ending March2010 was 29.4% BUT the average for England was 21%. As a comparison the factor for Nympsfield was 22% , Green Park Reading 15%and Avonmouth Dock Front 29.9% Ecotricity’s most recently installed at Worksop returned a capacity figure of 20%
· The actual factor for Standle Farm is likely to be much lower than Nympsfield. As a knock on effect the number of households to be powered is reduced on a pro rata basis. The 7000+ households claimed in the Planning Application  would reduce to less than 3500 in our view.
· At their exhibition at the Prince of Wales Hotel Ecotricity declined to share the wind data gathered from the mast to date (since January2010) 
· If the Ecotricity information concerning capacity factor is correct , we estimate that the landowner will receive an income of £80k/year and  Ecotricity £1.2million/year.
· We were aware from the POW exhibition that Ecotricity’s  bankers are currently unwilling to fund any new turbines. This   May explain why  Ecotricity has planning permission for other turbines in the South West but they have not been built. Why would a banker want to fund a project where the return to them was very limited and at risk?
· Gloucestershire County Council  commissioned a report some months ago which concluded that wind speeds in Gloucestershire were unlikely to support the generation of power from wind turbines .Figures quoted for capacity factor were 15% or lower and the report concluded that no developer would be interested in placing wind turbines in the area.  (ref Gloucestershire  Renewable  Energy Study 14/06 /2010)
	Gloucestershire County Council  commissioned a report some months ago which concluded that
“wind speeds in Gloucestershire were unlikely to support the generation of power from wind turbines” 
Figures quoted for capacity factor were 15% or lower and the
report concluded that “no developer would be interested in placing wind turbines in the area”.
(ref Gloucestershire  Renewable  Energy Study 14/06 /2010)



